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The White Castle of Louisiana. By M. R. Ailenrock (Mis. D. G. 

Murrell). Louisville, Kentucky: John P. Morton & Co. 1903. 

This is a sweet story, in which the scene for the most part is in 
Louisiana. It is told in a simple, pleasant style, and contains a great 
many pleasing incidents. A pretty and unusual love story gives the 
book a unique interest. We are let very pleasantly into the life of the 
Southern planters, and are instructed in many tnings relating to the 
sugar plantations. Mrs. Murrell's characterization of the negro is very 
good, but her representation of the negro dialect is overdrawn, though 
this sin against tact is not confined to her. The negroes of the South 
speak, for illiterate persons, remarkably correct English, and the bar- 
barous spelling introduced into books does them injustice. That the 
effort to represent them is unjust is shown by the author's use of "iz" 
and "wuz," when the correct English pronunciation of is and was is 
"iz" and "wuz." The book is handsomely printed, and does credit to 
author and publisher alike. 

The Ameiucan Nation. Edited by Albert Bushnell Hart, LL. D., Pro- 
fessor of History in Harvard University. New York: Harper & 

Brothers. 

This extensive work is to appear in twenty-eight volumes. The first 
five volumes are now given to the public, and are entitled as follows: 
Vol. I., European Background of American History, by Edward Potts 
Cheyney, A. M., Professor of History, University of Pennsylvania. 
Vol; II., Basis of American History, by Livingston Farraud, M. D., Pro- 
fessor Anthropology, Columbia University. Vol. III., Spain in America, 
by Edward Gaylgr Bourne, Ph. D., Professor of History, Yale Uni- 
versity. Vol. IV., England in America, by Lyon Gardiner Tyler, LL. D., 
President William and Mary College. Vol. V., Colonial Self-Govern- 
ment, by Charles McLean Andrews, Ph. D., Professor of History, Bryn 
Mawr College. 



THE SELDENS OF VIRGINIA AND ALLIED FAMILIES. 

The undersigned proposes, as soon as a sufficient number of sub- 
scribers has been secured, to publish a genealogy of the Seldens of 
Virginia, giving as full an account of the families into which they 
married as could be ascertained. Some of the records date back for 
hundreds of years, notably that of the Kennedys. This from a record 
published in 1830, taken from manuscript written in 1620, which goes 
back to 888. This is very quaint and full of interest. Many old letters, 
portraits, wills and court records nelp to embellish and make interesting 
this compilation, which brings in most of the prominent names in 
Virginia. The following names will pppear in the book: Abell, Addison, 
Alexander, Allen, Allison, Anderson, Archer, Armistead, Appleton, Aylet, 
Babcoek, Bacon, Bagnall, Bailey, Baker, Ball, Baldeck, Barber, Bard, 
Barrett, Barron, Barroe, Beale. Bedell, Bedinger, Belmaine, Benton, Bell, 



